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AGENDA
Tuesday, May 5, 2009
4:00 P.M. – 6:00 P.M. Regency Ballroom Foyer, Level 2

Registration 

Wednesday, May 6, 2009
7:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M. Regency Ballroom Foyer, Level 2

Registration 

7:00 A.M. -  8:00 A.M. Regency Ballroom, Level 2

Continental Breakfast 

8:00 A.M. - 9:30 A.M. Regency Ballroom, Level 2

Welcome & Opening Keynote Address 
The Only Way Forward: The Burden and Value of Value-Based
Practice: Life After The Institute of Medicine Report
Matt Loscalzo, MSW

9:45 A.M. - 10:15 A.M. Regency Ballroom, Level 2

Leadership Institute Plenary  
Envisioning the Future for Oncology Social Work through the
Development of Core Leadership Competencies
Jim Zabora, ScD

10:30 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.

Leadership Institute Breakouts

LI1 Scarbrough One, Lobby Level
Career Pathing in Oncology Social Work: Moving 
and Marketing Yourself Up the Career Ladder 
Carolyn Messner, DSW, MSW, LCSW-R, BCD; Lisa Marquette
Porat, MSW, LCSW

LI2 Scarbrough Two, Lobby Level 
From Oncology Clinician to Director: Who Better Than You?
Susan Hedlund, MSW, LCSW; Vicki Kennedy, LCSW

LI3 Scarbrough Three, Lobby Level
Strategic Planning 101: A Guide to Developing Quality
Programs
Jim Zabora, ScD

12:00 P.M. – 1:50 P.M.

Lunch on your own

2:00 P.M. – 2:50 P.M.

Papers & Workshops
A1/B1/C1 Savannah, Lobby Level
New Oncology Social Worker
Pam S. Murph, LCSW; Ashley Varner, MBA, MSW

A2 Scarbrough Two, Lobby Level
Ethical Issues in Working with Immigrant Patients
Catherine Credeur, GSW, OSW-C, LSUHSC-S

A3 Scarbrough Three, Lobby Level
Psychosocial Assessment along the Continuum of 
Blood and Marrow Transplant
Kate Pederson, MSW, LICSW; Jane Dabney, MSW, LISW; 
Emily Peterson, BA; Tammy S. Weitzman, MSW, LCSW

A4 Scarbrough Four, Lobby Level
A Room of their Own: Addressing the Unique Needs 
of Adult Survivors of Childhood Cancers
Page Tolbert, MSW, LCSW; Carrie Panzer, MSW, LMSW

A5 Scarbrough One, Lobby Level
Promoting Excellence in Pain Management and 
Palliative Care for Social Workers Course 
Shirley Otis-Green, MSW, ACSW, LCSW, OSW-C

A6/B6/C6    Verelst Percival, Second Level
NASW Workshop: Ethically and Practically Speaking:
Managing Your Malpractice Risk as a Social Worker
Gregory V. Jensen, ACSW, LISW

3:00 P.M. – 3:50 P.M.

Papers & Workshops
B1/C1/A1 Savannah, Lobby Level (Cont’d from A1)

B2/C2 Scarbrough Two, Lobby Level
From Support Groups to Mutual Aid Groups: Helping Cancer
Survivors to Thrive Using Group Work Models
Barbara R. McLaughlin, MSW, LCSW; Jennifer Currin LMSW

B3/C3 Scarbrough Three, Lobby Level
The LGBT Cancer Experience: Understanding Health
Disparities, Creating a Welcoming Environment and Providing
Culturally-Sensitive Interventions
Thomas J. Pier, MSW, LISW; J. Russell Kieffer, MSW, LISW, LCSW;
Liz Margolies, MSW, LCSW

B4 Scarbrough Four, Lobby Level
Substance Abuse, Poverty, Mental Illness — 
And Now, Cancer…?
Marta Metz, LMSW, MPH; JoAnne Ellis, LMSW, ACSW; 
Amy Orwig-Willey, LMSW, ACSW

B5 SCARBROUGH ONE, LOBBY LEVEL
A Model for Training Paraprofessional and Peer Patient
Navigators: Integrating Concepts of Empathy, Boundaries,
and a Strength-based Approach
Les Gallo-Silver, ACSW, LCSW-R

B6/C6/A6 Verelst Percival, Second Level (Cont’d from A6)
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4:00 P.M. – 4:50 P.M.

Papers & Workshops

C1/B1/A1 Savannah, Lobby Level (Cont’d from A1/B1)

C2/B2 Scarbrough Two, Lobby Level (Cont’d from B2)

C3/B3 Scarbrough Three, Lobby Level (Cont’d from B3) 

C4 Scarbrough Four, Lobby Level
Biopsychosocial Screening: Social Work’s Most Enduring
Contribution to Psycho-Oncology Care in the Last 25 Years
Heather M. Ducksworth, MSW, LCSW; Carolyn Stoutt, MSW

C5 Scarbrough One, Lobby Level
Clinical Social Work Care for Children and Families 
throughout the Cancer Continuum: A Guide for Professionals
Sandra J. Kerns, MEd, MSW, LCSW

C6/A6/B6   Verelst Percival, Level 2 (Cont’d from A6/B6)

5:00 P.M. – 5:50 P.M.

Regional Meetings

Region 1    Scarbrough Four, Lobby Level
AK, AZ, CA, CO, HI, ID, MT, NV, NM, OR,
UT, WA, WY

Region 2 Scarbrough One, Lobby Level
IL, IN, IA, KS, MI, MN, MO, NE, ND, OH, OK, SD, WI

Region 3 Scarbrough Three, Lobby Level
AL, AR, DC, FL, GA, KY, LA, MD, MS, NC, SC, TN, TX,
VA, WV

Region 4 Scarbrough Two, Lobby Level
CT, DE, MA, ME, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI,VT

Region 5 Savannah, Lobby Level
International 

6:00 P.M. - 6:30 P.M.

Savannah, Lobby Level

Cancer Survivors Network Meeting  

6:00 P.M. - 6:30 P.M. Plimsoll, Lobby Level

First Time Attendee, New and 
International Members Reception  

6:30 P.M. - 8:30 P.M. Harborside Ballroom, Riverstreet Level

Opening Reception, Exhibits & 
Poster Session A  

Thursday, May 7, 2009
7:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M. Regency Ballroom Foyer, Level 2

Registration

7:00 A.M. – 8:00 A.M. Regency Ballroom, Level 2

Continental Breakfast  

7:00 A.M. – 8:00 A.M.

SIG Meetings

SIG 1 Savannah, Lobby Level
Blood and Marrow Transplant

SIG 2 Scarbrough One, Lobby Level
Children and Cancer

SIG 3&9 Scarbrough Two, Lobby Level
End of Life/Pain & Palliative Care

SIG 4 Scarbrough Three, Lobby Level
Complementary and Alternative Medicine

SIG 5 Scarbrough Four, Lobby Level
Brain Tumor

SIG 6 Verelst Percival, Level 2
Spirituality

7:00 A.M. – 9:00 A.M.

I Can Cope Sessions

ICC1 Sloane, Level 2 
I Can Cope Facilitator Training, Part 1
Paula Plona, ACSW, OSW-C; Kelli Bass, LCSW, OSW-C

8:00 A.M. – 8:50 A.M.

Papers & Workshops

D1/E1 Scarbrough Two, Lobby Level
Group Work 101:A Workshop
Rachel M. Schneider, MSW, LCSW

D2/E2 Scarbrough One, Lobby Level
Young Adult Cancer Survivorship:The New Frontier
Leora Lowenthal, LCSW, OSW-C; Yvette Colón, PhD, MSW

D3 Savannah, Lobby Level
A Multi-faceted Campaign to Reach Spanish-Speaking Cancer
Survivors and their Loved Ones
Haley D. Justice MPH, CHES

D4 Scarbrough Three, Lobby Level
Rational Suicide: Is it Rational?
Miriam Innocenti, LCSW
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D5 Scarbrough Four, Lobby Level
Ethical Reasoning about Patient Eligibility in Allogeneic 
BMT Based on Psychosocial Criteria
Larry W. Foster, PhD, MSW; Linda J. McLellan, MSW

9:00 A.M. – 9:50 A.M.

Papers & Workshops
E1/D1 Scarbrough Two, Lobby Level (Cont’d from D1)

E2/D2 Scarbrough One, Lobby Level (Cont’d from D2)

E3/F3 Savannah, Lobby Level
“Navigating the Health Care System”:A Program for
Teaching Survivors and Their Family Caregivers
Susan Blacker, MSW

E4 Scarbrough Three, Lobby Level
Woman to Woman: Development of a Hospital Based 
Multi Modality Support Program for Women With
Gynecologic Cancer
Arden Moulton, LMSW; Valerie Goldfein

E5 Scarbrough Four, Lobby Level
Nurturing the Spirit: How a Diagnosis of Cancer can
Challenge or Strengthen One’s Spiritual Well-Being:
A Group Model
Cheryl R. Koeber, MSW, LCSW; Suzanne C. Murdock, MSW,
LCSW, OSW-C

E6/F6 Verelst Percival, Level 2
58 Years in Oncology Social Work: Exhilaration, Errors,
Growth and Gratitude
Susan Hedlund, MSW, LCSW; Hester Hill Schnipper, MSW

10:00 A.M. – 10:50 A.M.

Papers & Workshops
F1 Scarbrough Two, Lobby Level
Social Work Ethics in Pandemic Emergency
Patricia D. Bledsoe, MEd, MSW, LCSW

F2 Scarbrough One, Lobby Level
Recognizing the Enduring Impact: The Sexual Self of Young
Adult Cancer Survivors As Compared To Their Healthy Peers
(A Research Project)
Sage Bolte, MSW, LCSW, OSW-C

F3/E3 Savannah, Lobby Level (Cont’d from E3)

F4 Scarbrough Three, Lobby Level
Let It Shine: Expanding Our Role through Public Speaking,
Teaching and Presenting at Conferences
Carolyn Messner, DSW, MSW, LCSW-R, ACSW, BCD; 
Michele Williams, MSW, MA, LCSW, OSW-C

F5 Scarbrough Four, Lobby Level
Identity: A New Model of Cancer Survivorship
Barbara E. Abernathy, MS, LMHC

F6/E6 Verelst Percival, Level 2 (Cont’d from E6)

11:00 A.M. – 12:30 P.M. REGENCY BALLROOM, LEVEL 2

American Cancer Society and CURE
Magazine Luncheon on Patient Navigation  
Patient Navigation: Definitions, Roles, and Opportunities 
for Integration 
Moderator: Pam Murph, LCSW

Amanda Jones MSW, LGSW

1:00 P.M. – 1:50 P.M.

G1 Scarbrough One, Lobby Level
Elements of Mind Body: Exploring Techniques to Reduce
Distress, Ease Pain and Promote Wellness
Drucilla Brethwaite, MSW, LCSW, OSW-C; Geronima Cortese-
Jimenez, RN, MPH, OCN; Micheline Toussaint, MSW, LCSW

G2 Savannah, Lobby Level
Three Threads of History Connect: The Development of the
Association of Oncology Social Work 1984-2009
Patricia Ann Fobair, MSW, LCSW, MPH

G3 Scarbrough Two, Lobby Level
“Help I’m Dying and No One Will Talk to Me about It!” 
Rose L. Slirzewski, MSW, LCSW

G4 Scarbrough Three, Lobby Level
Psychosocial Interventions with Adolescent and Young Adult
Oncology Patients on an Adult Bone Marrow Transplant Unit
Bryn M. Dunham, LCSW

G5 Scarbrough Four, Lobby Level
Maintaining Program Quality Assurance during Times of
Change,William Goeren, MS in Social Work
Richard Hara PhD, MS, LCSW; Robin Hershkowitz, MSW, LCSW

2:00 P.M. – 2:50 P.M. Regency Ballroom, Level 2

ACS Quality of Life Award Lecture 
It’s Not Just about the Body: Revisiting Cancer Care for the
Whole Person 
Susan Hedlund, MSW, LCSW

2:50 P.M. – 3:55 P.M. Regency Ballroom, Level 2

AOSW Annual Business Meeting 
& Awards Ceremony

4:05 P.M. – 4:55 P.M.

Papers & Workshops

H1 Scarbrough Three, Lobby Level
The Power of Collaboration: Extending Psychosocial
Interventions and Care to Rural and Underserved Populations
Carolyn Messner, DSW, MSW, LCSW-R, BCD, ACSW; 
Emily Peterson, BA

Panelists: Elizabeth A. Calhoun, PhD; Carolyn Perry, LCSW; 
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H2 Scarbrough One, Lobby Level
Meaning and Suffering – The Importance of Achieving a
Balance in Clinical Focus and the Power of the Research,
Reflective Practice Loop
Carrie Lethborg, PhD, MSW, BSW

H3 Scarbrough Two, Lobby Level
Portraits of the Dying Poor:The Lived Experience of 
Medicaid Patients with Advanced Cancer
Tara J. Schapmire, MSSW; Anna C. Faul, PhD; Barbara A. Head,
PhD, RN, CHPN, ACSW

H4 Savannah, Lobby Level
We Are Not Immune: Health Care Providers with Cancer
Susan R. Glaser, LCSW

H5 Scarbrough Four, Lobby Level
Improving Outcomes for Families Facing Cancer:
A Four Phase Treatment Approach
Patricia A. Fennell, MSW, LCSW-R

5:05 P.M. - 5:55 P.M. Verelst Percival, Level 2

SIG Leader Meeting 

6:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M. Harborside Ballroom, Riverstreet Level

Reception, Poster Session B 
& Silent Auction 

Friday, May 8, 2009
7:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M. Regency Ballroom Foyer, Level 2

Registration  

7:00 A.M. – 8:00 A.M.

SIG Meetings

SIG 7 Verelst Percival, Level 2
Diversity

SIG 8 Scarbrough One, Lobby Level
Ambulatory Care/Fee for Service

SIG 10 Scarbrough Two, Lobby Level
Ethics

SIG 11 Scarbrough Three, Lobby Level
Radiation Therapy

7:00 A.M. – 9:00 A.M. Scarbrough Four, Lobby Level

SWORG Meeting 

I Can Cope Sessions
ICC2 Sloane, Level 2
I Can Cope Facilitator Training, Part II
Paula Plona, ACSW, OSW-C; Kelli Bass, LCSW, OSW-C

8:00 A.M. – 9:30 A.M. Regency Ballroom, Level 2
National Marrow Donor Program Breakfast — 
Focus on Survivorship
Kate Pederson, LICSW, MSW; Betsy Lucas

9:45 A.M. - 10:35 A.M.

Papers & Workshops

I1/J1 Scarbrough One, Lobby Level
Sex & Oncology: Why keep it Undercover?
Melissa L. Donahue, MSW, LCSW, OSW-C

I2/J2 Scarbrough Two, Lobby Level
“PIRANHAS IN MY HEAD:” The Power of Metaphor,
Symbol and Myth in Clinical Interventions During Treatment
and at End-of-Life
Richard R. Dickens, MSW, LCSW-R; E. Willis Partington, 
MDiv, LCSW-R

I3/J3 Scarbrough Three, Lobby Level
Caregivers and Pain
Yvette Colón, PhD, MSW, Terry Altilio, MSW, LCSW; Shirley 
Otis-Green, MSW, LCSW, ACSW, OSW-C

I4 Scarbrough Four, Lobby Level
Post BMT Survivorship Education in the General Oncology
Setting: Help Me Help My Patients!
Nancy Boyle, MSW, LCSW; Tammy Weitzman, MSW, LCSW

I5 Verelst Percival, Level 2
Inflammatory Breast Cancer:The Orphan Disease
Barbara E. Bond, LICSW, EdD; Susan J. Asci, BA; April G.
Connolly, MSW

I6/J6 Savannah, Lobby Level
A LION IN THE HOUSE:Adaptation of an Emmy 
Award-Winning Movie to a Train-the-Trainer Session 
on Pediatric Survivorship using a DVD Module
Bonnie Byers Crawford, MSW, LISW-S, Melissa Godoy

10:45 A.M. - 11:35 A.M.

Papers & Workshops

J1/I1 Scarbrough One, Lobby Level (Cont’d from I1)

J2/I2 Scarbrough Two, Lobby Level (Cont’d  from I2)

J3/I3 Scarbrough Three, Lobby Level (Cont’d  from I3)

J4 Scarbrough Four, Lobby Level
Cancer Clinical Trials: Advocacy and Support by the
Oncology Social Worker
Karlynn BrintzenhofeSzoc, PhD, MSW, OSW-C; Margo 
Michaels, MPH 
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J5 Verelst Percival, Level 2
A Family-Enhanced Intervention to Reduce Fatigue in Breast
Cancer Survivors: Qualitative Description and Evaluation
Julianne S. Oktay, MSW, PhD; Susan Appling, MS; Melissa
Bellin, MSW, PhD; Kathy Helzlsouer, MD, MHS; Susan
Scarvalone, MSW, LCSW-C

J6/I6 Savannah, Lobby Level (Cont’d from I6)

11:35 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

Lunch on Your Own

1:15 P.M. – 2:05 P.M.

I Can Cope Sessions

ICC3/ICC4  Sloane, Level 2
I Can Cope Train the Trainer, Part I
Paula Plona, ACSW, OSW-C; Kelli Bass, LCSW, OSW-C

1:15 P.M. – 2:05 P.M.

Papers & Workshops

K1/L1 Scarbrough One, Lobby Level
Teaching a Positive Psychology Approach of Supportive
Counseling to Students and Staff: Innovations in What you are
Supporting and How it Can Help a Person Affected by Cancer
Les Gallo-Silver, ACSW, LCSW-R

K2/L2 Scarbrough Two, Lobby Level
Ethical Stress: Sources and Resources
Patricia O’Donnell, PhD, LICSW; Karlynn BrintzenhofeSzoc, PhD,
MSW, OSW-C; Adrienne Farrar, PhD, LCSW-C

K3 Scarbrough Three, Lobby Level
A Glimpse Beyond: Recognizing and Interpreting 
“Near-Death Awareness”
Wendy Walters, LCSW, OSW-C

K4 Scarbrough Four, Lobby Level
Out of the Box Thinking: Generating Dollars for Oncology
Social Work Staffing
Carole F. Seddon, MA, LCSW-C, BCD, OSW-C; Louise S. Knight,
MSW, LCSW-C, OSW-C

K5 Savannah, Lobby Level
Quality of Life Scores Pre & Post Autologous Stem Cell
Transplant and a Comparison of QOL of Patients Greater
Than and Less Than 60-Years-Old
Jane M. Dabney, MSW, LISW-S

2:15 P.M - 3:05 P.M

I Can Cope Sessions

ICC4/ICC3    Sloane, Level 2 (Cont’d from ICC3)

2:15 P.M - 3:05 P.M

Papers & Workshops
L1/K1 Scarbrough One, Lobby Level (Cont’d from K1)

L2/K2 Scarbrough Two, Lobby Level (Cont’d from K2)

L3 Scarbrough Three, Lobby Level
Development of Psychosocial Oncology Program – 
King Hussein Cancer Center-Jordan
Bassam Kamal, PhD; Jamal Khatib

L4 Scarbourgh Four, Lobby Level
Clinical Interventions for the Young Adult with End-Stage
Cancer in an Inpatient Hospital Setting: A Life Cycle
Perspective
Barbara J. Golby, MS, MSW, LCSW

L5 Savannah, Lobby Level
Exploring Financial Quality of Life in Three Underserved
Populations Coping with Cancer
Christine Callahan, MSW, LCSW-C, PhD student  

3:15 P.M. – 4:05 P.M.

Papers & Workshops
M1 Scarbrough One, Lobby Level
Telephone Group Model, Innovation in Counseling:
Perspectives on a Brain Tumor Group
Mary P. Lovely, PhD, RN; Richard R. Dickens, MSW

M2 Scarbrough Two, Lobby Level
Everything Old is New Again: Getting Back to Basics with
Distress Screening:Advancing Social Work Practice through
Distress Screening
Mary E. Turney, MSW, LCSW; Jolene A. Rowe, MSW, LCSW

M3 Scarbrough Three, Lobby Level
Seamless Care: Integrating Palliative Care into Oncology
Practice
Susan Hedlund, MSW, LCSW; Nancy Boyle, MSW, LCSW 

M4
Locked in Our Own Prisons: Finding Freedom
Debra K. Mattison, MSW, ACSW, OSW-C, LMSW, BCD; John
Harrington, MSW, LMSW

M5 Savannah, Lobby Level
Life Interrupted:A Descriptive Study Addressing the Impact
of a Brain Tumor Diagnosis in Young Adults
Lauren C. Hendley, BA; Harriet A. Patterson, MPH; Jenette A.
Spezeski, MPH

4:15 P.M. – 5:15 P.M. Regency Ballroom, Level 2

Closing Keynote 
Cancer Survivorship in the 21st Century: Coordination 
and Caring
Patricia A. Ganz, MD

6:00 P.M. – 9:00 P.M. Harborside Ballroom, Riverstreet Level

25th Anniversary Celebration 

Scarbrough Four, Lobby Level SESSION CANCELLED
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